
 
“Coming to America, 1880-1924” 

Cross curricular instructional module  
Recommended Grade Level: 4-6 

“Coming to America” immerses students in the life of the American immigrant at the turn of the 20th 
Century, using selected exhibits and historical artifacts which trace the journey of a real immigrant 
child. Through hands-on interactives, students make discoveries throughout the exhibition by 
studying information, exploring artifacts, investigating primary source materials and sharing stories. 
The unit addresses content beyond history and has direct connections to literacy and math.  

 

The unit is also available as synchronous or asynchronous virtual experience. 

 

Part 1:  THE JOURNEY (Reasons to immigrate; traveling to the United States; Ellis Island and 
immigration inspection; documents and papers)  

Part 2: ENTERING THE UNITED STATES (Tenement life; immigrant neighborhoods; making a living) 

Part 3: BECOMING AMERICAN (Education and acculturation) 

 

For more information please contact the Education Department at 215 923.3811 x 153 or 
education@nmajh.org.  
 
To book your visit or virtual Lesson, call 215. 923.3811 x 141 or email groups@nmajh.org 
 

Academic Content Standards 

The educational experience at the National Museum of American Jewish History fulfills many Common Core 
Standards; Performance Examples based on the curriculum Benchmarks.  
 
1- Social Studies: Explain why individuals and groups respond differently to their physical and social 
environments on the basis of shared assumptions, values and beliefs.  
2- World Language: Demonstrate knowledge of the art, music, and authentic artifacts of the target culture.  
3- Reading: Gain knowledge of the history and experiences of cultural groups in Philadelphia and other parts of 
the United States.  
4- Mathematics: Find problem solutions that reflect the experiences of diverse groups and contemporary issues.  
5- Listening: Participate effectively in conversations and group interactions.  
6- Viewing: Analyze, synthesize, and evaluate visual data in order to expand world views.  
 
Subject Area - 8: History 
Standard Area - 8.1: Historical Analysis and Skills Development 
8.1.5.A:Identify and explain the influences of economic features on continuity and change over time. 
8.1.5.B: Classify and analyze fact and opinion from multiple points of view, and secondary sources as related to 
historical events. 
8.1.5.C: Locate primary and secondary sources for the research topic and summarize in writing the findings. 
(Reference RWSL) 
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PA Common Core Standards - CC.1: PA Common Core: English Language Arts 

 CC.1.2: Reading Informational Text: Students read, understand, and respond to informational text – with 
emphasis on comprehension, making connections among ideas and between texts with focus on textual 
evidence. 

 CC.1.2.5.K: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grade level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools. 

 CC.1.2.5.L: Read and comprehend literary non-fiction and informational text on grade level, reading 
independently and proficiently. 

CC.1.4.5.C: Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and examples related to the topic; include illustrations and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 
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